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‘He must go. He is aclear and present danger 
to the nation that we all love.’ 


— Nancy Pelosi, House speaker 
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DOUG MILLS — THE NEW YORK TIMES 


In a single article of impeachment, the House votes 232-197 to charge President Donald Trump with “inciting violence against the government of the United States.” 


TEN REPUBLICANS JOIN HOUSE DEMS 


MORE INSIDE 


What’s next » Vote sets the stage for second Senate 
trial that likely won’t happen before Biden inauguration 


By Nicholas Fandos 
The New York Times 


The House on Wednesday im- 
peached President Donald Trump 
for inciting a violent insurrection 
against the United States govern- 
ment, as 10 members of the pres- 
ident’s party joined Democrats 
to charge him with high crimes 
and misdemeanors for an unprec- 
edented second time. 

Reconvening under the threat 
of continued violence and the pro- 
tection of thousands of National 
Guard troops, the House was de- 
termined to hold Trump to ac- 
count just one week before he 
was to leave office. At issue was 


his role in encouraging a mob that 
attacked the Capitol one week 
ago while Congress met to affirm 
President-elect Joe Biden’s vic- 
tory, forcing lawmakers to flee for 
their lives in a deadly rampage. 

The House adopted a single ar- 
ticle of impeachment, voting 232- 
197 to charge Trump with “incit- 
ing violence against the govern- 
ment of the United States” and 
requesting his immediate removal 
from office and disqualification 
from ever holding one again. 

Ten Republicans joined Demo- 
crats in voting to impeach: Reps. 
Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the party’s 
No. 3 leader in the House; Jaime 
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Analysis » Trump presidency ending with deeply 
divided country mired in hostility, conflict and pain 
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Swalwell 


Overseeing: East Bay 
Rep. Eric Swalwell will 
serve as an impeach- 
ment manager. PAGE A3 
Prepared: 20,000 
National Guard troops 
expected in D.C. for 
Biden’s inauguration. 
PAGE A3 


By Peter Baker 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON » Not since the dark 
days of the Civil War and its after- 
math has Washington seen a day 
quite like Wednesday. 

In a Capitol bristling with heav- 
ily armed soldiers and newly in- 
stalled metal detectors, with the 
physical wreckage of last week’s 
siege cleaned up but the emo- 
tional and political wreckage 
still on display, the president of 
the United States was impeached 
for trying to topple American de- 
mocracy. 

Somehow, it felt like the preor- 
dained coda of a presidency that 


repeatedly pressed all limits and 
frayed the bonds of the body pol- 
itic. With less than a week to go, 
President Donald Trump’s term is 
climaxing in violence and recrim- 
ination at a time when the coun- 
try has fractured deeply and lost 
a sense of itself. Notions of truth 
and reality have been atomized. 
Faith in the system has eroded. 
Anger is the one common ground. 
As if it were not enough that 
Trump became the only president 
impeached twice or that lawmak- 
ers were trying to remove him 
with just a week left in his term, 
Washington devolved into a mi- 
asma of suspicion and conflict. 
TERM » PAGES 


GHOST SHIP WAREHOUSE FIRE 


Almena expected to take plea deal 


Families of victims: ‘It’s beyond a disappointment. It’s beyond shock’ 


By Angela Ruggiero 
aruggiero@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


OAKLAND » More than four years 
after a huge fire swept through an 
old East Oakland warehouse and 
snuffed out the lives of 36 peo- 
ple who had gathered for a dance 
party, the dramatic turns and 
twists of the criminal court case 
that followed may finally be com- 
ing to an end through a plea deal 
that would keep the man held re- 
sponsible for the tragedy out of jail. 
Derick Almena, the master ten- 
ant of the so-called Ghost Ship 
warehouse, is expected to plead 
guilty to 36 counts of involuntary 
manslaughter on Jan. 22, families 
of several fire victims told this 
news organization Wednesday. 
Angry and distraught family 


prosecutors ad- 
vised them of the 
plea deal dur- 
ing a Zoom call 
Wednesday morn- 
ing. They said that 
in exchange for his 
guilty plea, the deal 
calls for Almena to 
be sentenced to 
nine years of jail. But because of 
jail time already served and credit 
for good behavior there, Almena 
likely won’t return to Santa Rita 
Jail again, though he may con- 
tinue to be monitored in his Lake 
County home another 1% years 
and be subject to three years of 
supervised probation. 

Almena, 50, was to be retried 
this year after a jury last Septem- 
ber deadlocked 10-2 in favor of an 
involuntary manslaughter convic- 


Almena 


over the Dec. 2, 2016, fire. His co- 
defendant, Max Harris, was previ- 
ously found not guilty. 

“My heart dropped, especially 
when I heard it was going to be a 
slap on the wrist. I want my daugh- 
ter back; we want to be with our 
family members who died. He 
gets to be with his family,” Col- 
leen Dolan, the mother of victim 
Chelsea Faith Dolan, said in an in- 
terview. 

She said families were not in- 
formed of the plea deal possibility 
before Wednesday. 

“Its beyond a disappointment. 
It’s beyond shock. I can’t get my 
emotions up high enough. I’m 
disheartened and depressed,” she 
said. 

“Pm totally disappointed in 
how the DA’s handled this case 
and even more in the outcome,” 


CALIFORNIA 


Online system will be 
set up to alert seniors 
when they are eligible 


By Paul Rogers 
and Lisa M. Krieger 
Staff writers 


In an effort to speed the 
rollout of the COVID-19 vac- 
cine to people most at risk 
of dying, California state of- 
ficials on Wednesday an- 
nounced that people 65 and 
older will be eligible to receive 
the vaccine sooner than had 
previously been planned. 

Under new guidelines from 
the California Department of 
Public Health, people in Phase 
1A of the state’s tiered system 
— health care workers and 
nursing home residents — 


People 65 and older to 
get priority for vaccine 


cines. After those people are 
given their shots, seniors 65 
and older will be in the next 
group. 

The state is setting up an 
online system to let people 
know when they are eligible 
to receive a vaccine, Newsom’s 
office announced, and how to 
register to receive a notifica- 
tion via email or text. That 
system is expected to launch 
next week. 

Asecond state program, ex- 
pected to come online several 
weeks after, will help counties, 
cities and others run mass 
vaccination events at stadi- 
ums, fairgrounds and other 
locations. It will allow eligi- 
ble members of the public to 
schedule vaccination appoint- 
ments at those events. People 
will also be able to go to their 


members said Alameda County tion following a four-month trial ALMENA » PAGE5 are still eligible to receive vac- VACCINE » PAGE 5 
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Join our free virtual event! 


The Mercury News 
Newsroom @ Home 


The Mercury News 


inside. 


Experience events 
at home. Make the 
most of your time 


JAN. 21 
10AM via Zoom 


Gardening Series 
Episode 2: Gardening 101 


It’s winter, so it’s the right time to start prepping for your 
spring and summer gardens. You can boldly try a new 
seedling, nurture your beloved favorites and learn how to 


get started. 


Join Bay Area News Group garden and wildlife columnist 
Joan Morris and guests in our second episode of our 


gardening webinar series. 


Register FREE at mercurynews.com/events 


